Alaka™®

(Meghadut)

Jibanananda Das
[Translated by: A.H. Jaffor Ullah]

Hey cloud, like you, the palace in Alaka is my yen,
Lightning-like charming gals do grace that place !

Like a rainbow, palaces are conspicuously present there,

Like a transparent jewel, moisture-laden cloud rises up there !
In palace chamber, cloud-like drum accompanies the music,
Piercing the sky, like firmament, the palace is just wondrous !

Ladies holding lotus in a playful mood, Kunda-flower grace their hair,
Shirish flower beautifying their ear - hanging like a ring !
Paste of Lodhra flower pollen whitened their face.

Freshly bloomed Kurubak from Madhabi forest cover their head
In the parting line of hair, maidens place a golden kodombo flower,
Accompanying her lover, Yaksha girl indulges in amorous frolic !

Bushes and shrubberies are laden with fresh flower making bees busy as ever !
The forest is abuzz with lilting sound,
In Alaka, freshly blossomed lotuses float on the lake,
Like a girdle, restive swans swim steadily there !
A pleasant sight awaits while tamed peacock screams--
A full moon peaks in the sky erasing all the darkness of nighttime.

There, they shed tears only because of ecstasy, no glum anywhere nearby,
No affliction of body excepting one caused by cupid's arrow !
No estrangement emanates there from lover's sweet quarrel,
That faraway place is the abode of all desire - the land of Elysium !
The body here is not worn out smitten by infirmity--
Men and women are busy as ever making merriment -
an eternal youthful look they have all!

* Alaka is located high up in the Himalaya where Yakshas (Jakha) live. The Sanskrit Poet
Kalidasa immortalized Alaka through his poetry collection named "Meghaduta." As per



folk lore, inhabitants of Alaka are eternally youth with no disease or earthly worry. This
poem by Jibanananda Das highlights this lore.
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