attractive or impulsive; and
therefore we offer this work as
mathematical

investigate the forces of nature, and
then from these forces to
demonstrate the other phenomena;
and to this end the general

World;

the first book, we there derive from
the celestial phenomena the forces
of gravity with which bodies tend to
the sun and the several planets.

propositions which are
mathematical, we deduce
motions of the planets, the comets,
the moon, and the sea. I wish we
could derive the rest of the
phenomena of nature by the same
kind of reasoning from mechanical
principles;... T hope the principles
here laid down will afford some light
either to that or some truer method
of philosophy.
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